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2. texts on calendar computing (computi); 
3. texts describing astronomical instruments (with the 
exception of the quadrant and Jacob's staff); 
4. texts on logic; 
5. texts written in Greek, Arabic, or Hebrew. 
In order to avoid errors contained in the secondary liter- 
ature, only the original manuscripts or microfilms of the 
original manuscripts are being examined. In addition to 
essential data such as shelfmarks, age, form, material, number 
of leaves, etc., information on the place of origin, previous 
owners, earlier shelfmarks, incipits and explicits, descrip- 
tions in published catalogs, and references in the scientific 
literature are being recorded. The collection will eventually 
be accessed and fully indexed with the use of computer technol- 
WY l This phase of the project will be coordinated with Profes- 
sor Nan Hahn of Rutgers University, who is directing a related 
project aimed at forming a computerized index of all Latin 
scientific manuscripts. 
Professor Folkerts will be happy to answer any questions 
concerning the project and provide information on those manu- 
scripts he has already examined. He would also be grateful 
for any references to the existence of manuscripts that include 
mathematical texts, particularly if those manuscripts have not 
been listed in any generally accessible printed catalogs. All 
inquiries should be addressed to: Prof. Dr. M. Folkerts, 
Institut fiir Geschichte der Naturwissenschaften der UniversitSt 
Mtinchen, Deutsches Museum, Postfach, D-8000 Mcnchen 26, FRG, 
HAS 3. G. MENDEL BEEN "TOO ACCURATE" IN HIS EXPERIMENTS? 
THE x2 TEST AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE TO THE 
EVALUATION OF GENETIC SEGREGATION 
By W. W. Piegorsch 
Biometrics Unit, Cornell University, 
Ithaca, NY 14853 
Ever since R. A. Fisher published his 1936 article "Has 
Mendel's Work Been Rediscovered?" the surprisingly high con- 
formity between Gregor Mendel's observed and expected ratios 
in his momentous experiments with peas has plagued historians 
of biology and statistics alike. Fisher's calculated x2 sta- 
tistic of the experiments suggested that results on a par with 
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or better than those Mendel reported could only be expected to 
occur about three times in every 100,000 attempts. The contro- 
versy as to whether or not the good Father "sophisticated" his 
data continues, unanswered, to this very day. 
In a series of lectures given at the 13th Biometric Collo- 
quium of the International Biometric Society, German Region, 
and the Second International Berlin Convention of Mathematical 
Statistics and Their Applications (Mainz, March 1966, and Berlin, 
May 1966, respectively), Franz Weiling presented his views on 
the matter, challenging portions of Fisher's analysis and pro- 
posing that the x2 statistic Fisher calculated was in fact an 
underestimate. He reasoned that the underlying pollination 
effects in peas are not of a completely random fashion--i.e., 
binomial--but exhibit more of a semirandom nature, raising 
interesting questions for statisticians and experimenters in- 
terested in genetic count data. Weiling consolidated these 
results, in German, in a 1966 article, published in Der Ziichter 
(Vol. 36, pp. 359-365). In 1970 he published a short synopsis 
of these theories, in English, in the annual selection of papers 
from the Acta Musei Moraviae, Folia MendeZiana (Vol. 5, pp. 75- 
77). However, no complete translation has, until now, been 
made readily available, though the controversy is no more 
settled today than when Weiling first published this piece. 
This translation will, it is hoped, stimulate further investi- 
gation into the nature of the x2 and the problem of Mendel's 
excessively good fit, by making Weiling's thoughts on the 
matter more accessible. Interested readers should write di- 
rectly to Walter W. Piegorsch at Cornell University if they 
wish to obtain a copy of the twenty-three-page translation (in 
typescript, double spaced). Prepayment by check or money order, 
payable to Cornell University in the amount of $2.00 to cover 
the costs of photocopying and handling, will expedite receipt 
of any copies requested. 
THE HISTORY OF LINEAR PERSPECTIVE 
James Elkins, in collaboration with a member of the Art 
Department at the University of Chicago, is preparing a manu- 
script on the history of linear perspective methods. He has 
asked the editors of Historia Mathematics for the names of 
scholars who may wish to contribute information to this project 
or suggest further sources of information. Anyone familiar with 
linear perspective techniques or the history of descriptive 
geometry in the 19th-century is invited to write to James 
Elkins, 5557 South University, Apt. B, Chicago, Illinois 
60637, U.S.A. 
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